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Assignment 1.4: Investigating the rates of chemical reactions

Help sheet 4
Catalysts and the rate of reaction
1
You need four test tubes in a test-tube rack. Number the test tubes 1 to 4 with a marker pen. Place about 4 cm depth hydrogen peroxide in each test tube.

Care: Hydrogen peroxide is harmful. Any splashes on the skin should be washed off with water immediately. Wear eye protection.

2
Add ¼ spatula of iron(II) oxide to test tube 2. If bubbles of gas are given off, test them with a glowing spill. If it relights, the gas is oxygen.

3
Add ¼ spatula of manganese(IV) oxide to test tube 3. Test any gas given off for oxygen.

4
Add a small piece of either liver or potato to test tube 4. Test for oxygen gas.

5
Test for oxygen in test tube 1. This is the control.
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