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   EDEXCEL BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Applied Science 

	Unit Number and Name:
	Unit 5 – Perceptions of Science

	Unit Code:
	T/502/5545
	Credit Value:
	10

	QCF Level:
	BTEC National
	Guided Learning Hours:
	60hrs

	Assessor:
	


Unit: Perceptions of Science
	Assignment Deadlines

	Assignment Deadline Date:
	Handed out
	Due in

	Assignment Hand in Dates
	Assignment  1 -  When is a theory not a theory?!
	(Date)
	

	
	Assignment  2 - Run for the hills, the scientists are coming!
	(Date)
	

	
	Assignment  3 - Should we or shouldn’t we?
	(Date)
	

	
	Assignment 4 - Money and research, are scientists truly independent?
	(Date)
	


	Unit Context

	This unit enables learners to explore the role of science in a wider context. How much influence does science

have on society, people and politics? What influences science?

In this unit learners can use their science training and knowledge to explore the pressures on the science

community. Similarly, they can investigate whether science can influence people and politicians.

Is it fair that scientists get the blame when their discoveries are misused? Should scientists withhold their

knowledge in case the media get hold of it and release scare stories or misinterpret their work?


	Learning Outcomes

	On completion of this unit a learner should:

1 Know how scientific ideas develop

2 Understand the public perception of science, as influenced by the media

3 Be able to investigate the ethical and moral issues associated with scientific advances

4 Know the relationship between science, commerce and politics.


	Assessment and Grading Criteria

	To achieve a PASS grade you must show that you are able to:
	To achieve a MERIT grade you must show that, in addition to the pass criteria, you are able to:
	To achieve a DISTINCTION  grade you must show that, in addition to the pass and merit criteria, you are able to:

	P1 describe the development of

a scientific theory, highlighting

the processes involved

[IE2,3,5]
	M1 differentiate between those

questions that science

is currently addressing,

those that science cannot

yet answer and those that

science will never be able to

answer
	D1 explain why sometimes there

is resistance to new scientific

theories

	P2 identify public perception

about science
	M2 explain whether concerns

raised about science in the

media are justified
	D2 analyse whether the media

makes a positive contribution

to the public’s perception of

science

	P3 explain how the media has

influenced public perception

of science

[IE5; RL5,6]
	
	

	P4 report on the ethical and

moral issues related to

scientific developments

[IE6]
	M3 discuss how the ethical

and moral issues related to

scientific developments will

affect society
	D3 evaluate whether the

ethical and moral issues are

important enough to stop

scientific developments

	P5 identify how different groups

and organisations have an

influence on science.

[TW1,5]
	M4 describe how different groups

and organisations have an

influence on science.
	D4 compare and contrast how

different campaigns, by

groups and organisations,

influence science.
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