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	Assignment title
	A5: Science and the law

	The purpose of this assignment is to: help you understand the relationship between the Forensic

Science Service and the criminal justice system

	Scenario
A local community group have concerns about crime within the neighbourhood and what can be done to ensure that the guilty are punished but innocent people are protected. As a forensic scientist you have been asked to give a short presentation to the group to

show how the Forensic Science Service works with the criminal justice system to uphold law and order. The group have also asked for a leaflet that can be distributed throughout the neighbourhood. You will need to carry out some research using books and the internet to make sure that you are fully prepared.

	TASK 1 − The criminal justice system uncovered
Prepare a leaflet that contains the following information:

•   an outline of the purpose of the criminal justice system

•   a brief description of the different types of court, with examples of the type of crime that each court would deal with

•   a short description of the trial process – what happens in court during the trial

•   how the Forensic Science Service may be involved in the trial.

Use your leaflet to give a short talk about the information to a small group of other people. You may want to prepare a few PowerPoint presentation slides to help you with your talk.

This provides evidence for P6


15
Unit 13   Investigating a Crime Scene
BTEC Level 2 First Applied Science
TASK 2 – Making links
For your own investigation in the other assignments for this unit, explain how you think your findings could be used within the criminal justice system.

Clearly state why the evidence that a forensic scientist gives within the court must be impartial.

This provides evidence for M5
TASK 3 – Real evidence
Use an example of a real criminal case to show how the Forensic Science Service was involved in helping to identify the person (or people) responsible for the crime or helping to prove that somebody was innocent of the crime.

This provides evidence for D5

