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Assignment 1.5:
Affecting the environment
In this assessment you will have opportunities to provide evidence for the following criteria:
	Criteria reference
	To achieve the criteria the evidence must show that the student is able to:
	Task

	P6
	Identify the human activities that are affecting the Earth and its environment
	1a, 1b

	P7
	Identify natural factors that have changed the surface and atmosphere of the Earth
	1c

	M6
	Describe how the choices humans make have an effect on the Earth and its environment
	1b, 2a, 2b

	M7
	Describe the ways natural factors have changed the surface and atmosphere of the Earth over millions of years
	1c

	D4
	Explain possible solutions to the effects humans have on the Earth and its environment
	3


Scenario

You are working for a supermarket. Your company wants to tell customers about its Green policies. It is planning to produce a display that will go in the entrance of all the stores. It hopes local schools will become interested and use the display. As a result, the supermarket hopes to attract new customers and increase sales. You have been asked to gather information that can be used in the display. 

The supermarket is keen to inform customers what is taken from the Earth to produce and package food and household goods, the effects of using oil as fuel to transport the goods, the energy resources used to produce electricity for its stores and also how waste is disposed of or recycled. 

You need to produce a report on these environmental issues for the company directors.

Resources

You will need the Student Book pages 26−35, ICT facilities, Help sheet 1.

Portfolio of evidence
You will need to hand in the following:

For P6 and P7:

· Task sheet 1.1

· Task sheet 1.2 

· Task sheet 1.3 part A 

· Task sheet 1.4 part A 

For M6 and M7:

· Task sheet 1.3 part B 

· Task sheet 1.4 part B 

· Task sheet 2.1 

· Task sheet 2.2 

For D4:

· Your report: ‘The effects of wasting food and some solutions’

Assessor summary feedback

Internal verifier feedback

Student declaration

I certify that the work submitted for this assignment is my own.

	Student signature:


	Date:

	Assessor signature: 

	Verifier signature:


Task 1a 
This provides evidence for P6 

In this task, you are looking at how oil is used for energy. You need to carry out a data search. You need to find out:

· how we get oil out of the ground

· the benefits and the risks of using oil as a fuel.
You will also need to list some alternative sources of energy.

Your teacher may give you Help sheet 1 to help you with Internet research. 

Record your findings on Task sheet 1.1. This will make up part of your report.

Task 1b 
This provides evidence for P6, M6
1
You now need to find out how we dispose of waste that is not recycled. You can find some information about landfill sites on Task sheet 1.2. You will need to do some research to find out about incinerating (burning) waste. 

Record your findings on Task sheet 1.2B. This will make up part of your report.

2
For the second part of this task, work with a partner and research local recycling schemes. 

Record your findings on Task sheet 1.3 part A. Both of you should write up a Task sheet, as it will make up part of your report.

For M, you need to also do Task sheet 1.3 part B. You must describe the benefits and drawbacks of recycling – at least 3 of each. 

Task 1c 
This provides evidence for P7, M7
The supermarket wants the public to realise there are some events that affect the Earth over which we have no control. These are natural events. You need to make a list of these. 

You also need to find out why earthquakes and volcanoes occur. You have to report on how these change the Earth, the landscape and the atmosphere. 

Use Task sheet 1.4 part A for your report. 

For M, you need to also do Task sheet 1.4 part B. You must describe changes that have happened to the Earth over millions of years. 

Task 2a
This provides evidence for M6
Work with a partner and research one alternative energy source in detail − your teacher will tell you which one. 

Record your findings on Task sheet 2.1. Both of you should write up a Task sheet, as it will make up part of your report.

If you have time, you can prepare a two-minute presentation based on your findings. You may be able to make a PowerPoint slide show. 

Task 2b 
This provides further evidence for M6
Your supermarket has adopted a number of environmental strategies. These are: 

1  using photovoltaic cells on the roof of the shop to produce electricity

2  selling local seasonal produce

3  selling organic as well as non-organic produce

4  charging customers 10p for each plastic bag they use 

5  having recycling skips in the car park.

You must assess the environment impact of these strategies.
You can use Task sheet 2.2.

Task 3 
This provides evidence for D4
Households in the UK throw away 8.3 million tonnes of food every year. Most of this food has been bought in supermarkets. Your supermarket is trying to find ways to reduce this food waste. 

First, you have to identify some of the many environmental effects of wasting food. 

Secondly, you must suggest and explain solutions to the problem that the supermarket can adopt. 

Write a report entitled ‘The effects of wasting food and some solutions’. 
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