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	A2: What shall we do about this?

	The purpose of this assignment is to: help you understand methods of analysing biological, chemical and physical evidence from the crime scene

	Scenario
You are a member of the laboratory team working for a forensic science company and part of your job is the planning of the analysis of evidence from a crime scene. You have been provided with a number of pieces of evidence previously collected from a crime scene. This evidence has been collected, recorded and securely packaged and labelled to make sure that the evidence has

not been contaminated. The evidence must be processed in a way that does not waste time or resources. The plan must be submitted to your supervisor/tutor before any analysis of the evidence takes place.

	TASK 1 − Biological, chemical or physical?
You need to produce a plan of how you will analyse the collected evidence. You may find it useful to make notes about each of the following:

1
Identify the evidence that has been collected. Indicate whether each piece of evidence is either biological, chemical or physical evidence.

2
What do you expect to be able to find out from each piece of evidence?

3
How will you analyse each piece of evidence? What method will you use?

4
What observations or measurements will you need to record?

5
In what order will you carry out the tests?

Use this information to produce your plan. This could be in the form of a flowchart or a table but should clearly show what you will do and when you will do it.
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TASK 2 − Completing the plan
Make notes about the following and then use this information to add more detail to your plan by adding extra columns to your table or adding information to your flowchart.

What equipment will you need to carry out the planned methods?

1
How will you record your observations and measurements?

2
How long will each test take? Will you need to carry out any tests more than once?

3

Are there any things that might stop you doing things in certain ways or at certain times (these are known as constraints) and what can you do to get over these problems?

You will need to leave room on your plan to make notes about:

1
any changes to your plan that might be necessary and why they were necessary

2
any problems that you come across when carrying out the analysis

3
any changes to the planned procedures and techniques used to overcome any problems.

It is important that you include these sections on your plan at this stage, but they will be completed in the next assignment when you are carrying out the analysis.

TASK 3 − Risk assessment

This provides evidence for M2
Complete risk assessment sheets (available from your supervisor/tutor) for the analysis of all the collected evidence.

You must make sure that you consider:

•
risks from the evidence itself

•
risks from any chemicals or materials used in the techniques to be carried out

•
risks from the techniques or processes themselves.
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