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	The purpose of this assignment is to: give you practice in analysing different types of evidence from crime scenes and understanding the patterns you find

	Scenario
You are a member of the laboratory team working for a forensic science company and you have been provided with a number of pieces of evidence previously collected from a crime scene. Using the plan that you prepared earlier (from A2 What shall we do with this?), you must now analyse the evidence and identify what it means to the criminal case under investigation.

	TASK 1 − Using the plan
Follow your plan carefully, using correct techniques, to analyse each piece of evidence. Forensic scientists use standard operating procedures (SOP) for most techniques and your supervisor will provide you with instructions where necessary.

1

Record your results carefully using a suitable format, for example a table, diagrams or a list of observations. Remember that where you are using measurements you must be careful to record the units of measurement as well. For example, if you are measuring the length of a hair or fibre then you need to record whether the length is in centimetres or millimetres.

2

However you have recorded your data it is likely that you will need to process it in some way to allow you to interpret the meaning of the data. For example, you may need to convert the data from one unit to another or to display the data as a chart or a graph. Remember to ask your supervisor for help if you are not sure how to process your raw data (results) to allow you to draw meaningful conclusions from the data.

This provides evidence for P4

	TASK 2 −  Evaluating the evidence
For each piece of evidence analysed you should describe what information you expected the evidence to give and say whether or not your investigation did provide this information.

1
Interpret the data that you obtained from your analysis of the evidence (state what it tells you) and describe any patterns that are shown by the data.
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2
Draw conclusions from your data by describing what the patterns mean.

This provides evidence for M3

TASK 3 − Concluding the case
Review all of the data gathered during the investigation and bring it together to form a conclusion. For example, you might identify which data provided clear matches and allowed you to draw clear conclusions, or which data did not show a clear relationship to a suspect.

1
Explain your interpretation of the data you gathered during the analyses and how it allowed you to draw your conclusions.

2
Explain what your conclusions mean in relationship to the criminal case.

This provides evidence for D3

