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	Assignment title
	A4: Guilty or not guilty

	The purpose of this assignment is to: give you practice your presenting of evidence as a statement to serve in the court

	Scenario
An important part of the role of a forensic scientist is preparing statements that are then reported in court. Most frequently the statement is presented as a written

report but sometimes the forensic scientist may be called as an ‘expert witness’. Your role in this assignment is the forensic scientist responsible for presenting the findings from the evidence collected at the crime scene, investigated in the first assignment and analysed during the third assignment.

	TASK 1 − Preparing a report
Prepare a written forensic scientist report that summarises the investigation of the evidence collected at the crime scene. Remember that there is an expected format for a written forensic statement and you need to make sure that you include information covering the following sections:

●   the name, qualifications and experience of the person making the report

●   a signed and dated declaration of the truth of the statement

●   an outline of the circumstances of the case

●   a list of exhibits (evidence) collected and analysed

●   a description of the experiments carried out and why they were carried out

●   the results obtained and what they indicate

●   a summary of the conclusions reached.

You are an expert witness and present your report to the court − role play.

This provides evidence for P5

	TASK 2 − Developing the report
Develop the basic report prepared in Task 1 to show use of scientific terminology and that you have a good understanding of the science behind your investigations. Your report should also show that the conclusions from your investigations are valid and explain how your findings support these conclusions.




Unit 13   Investigating a Crime Scen
This provides evidence for M4
TASK 3 − Justification
Justify your conclusions by adding a final section to your report that gives reasons for why you have interpreted the results of your investigations as you have. Remember that evidence from a crime scene does not always provide absolute proof against a suspect but often suggests the probability of a suspect being involved.

This provides evidence for D4

